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NFIB Statement:
Senate Bill Fails Small Business

CONTACT: Stephanie Cathcart, 202-314-2056 or stephanie.cathcart@nfib.org

WASHINGTON, D.C., Nov. 19, 2009 — Susan Eckerly, senior vice president of the Natio/ial Federation of ll
Independent Business, the nation’s leading small business association, issued the following statement in reaction 000

to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act:

“Small business can’t support a proposal that does not address their No. A problem: the unsustainable

cost of healthcare. With unemployment at a 26-year high and small business owners struggling to
simply keep their doors open, this kind of reform is not what we need to encourage sniall businesses to 'YX X )

thrive.

“We oppose the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act due to the @mount of new taxes, the

[ )
creation of new mandates, and the establishment of new entitiement programs. There is no doubt all
these burdens will be paid for on the backs of small business. It's clear to us that, at the end of the day,

the costs to small business more than outweigh the benefits they may have realized.

“Small businesses have been clear about their needs in health reform; they have been working for

solutions for more than two decades. They have a unique place in this debate because of the ro ra m S
exceptional challenges they face. They experience the most volatile premium increases, are the most o000
cost-shifted market, see the most tax increases and have the least competitive marketplace. For all

these reasons, they especially need reform, but these reforms can’t add to their cost of doing-business.

The impact from these new taxes, a rich benefit package that is more costly than what they can afford

today, a new government entitlement program, and a hard employer mandate equals disaster for sriall
business.

“We are disappointed that, after so many months of discussion, small business could be left with the Y

status quo or something even worse. Unless extreme measures are taken to reverse the course ll

Congress is on, small business will have no choice but to hope for another chance at real reform down a I o r o n e ‘ s
the road.

“Congress is running out of opportunities to prove to small business that they are seriots about helping

[ ]
our nation’s job creators. We are hopeful that a robust bipartisan debate will produce a bilithat small ”
businesses see as a solution and not another government burden.” o S m a u S I n ess
HitH

NFIB is the nation’s leading small business assocciation, with offices in Washington, D.C. and all 50 state capitals. Founded in 1943 as
a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, NFIB gives small and independent business owners a voice in shaping the public policy issues
that affect their business. NFIB's powerful network of grassroots activists send their views directly to state and federal lawmakers
through our unique member-only ballot, thus playing a critical role in supporting America’s free enterprise system. NFIB's mission is to
promote and protect the right of our members to own, operate and grow their businesses. More information is available online at
www.NFIB com/newsroom.
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